euthyroid. This was less than 4 months in all patients. Ten (Astwood 1947; Frisk 1947 ) and more recent studies (Gréer et al. 1977) (Astwood 1947; Frisk 1947; Williams 1946) and it has recently been suggested that such short courses were as effective as more conventio¬ nal courses of treatment (Gréer et al. 1977) . This is in contrast to standard textbook advice, that unless therapy is continued for at least one year relapse is inevitable and associated with an exacerbation of thyrotoxicosis (DeGroot & Stanbury 1975 (Solomon et al. 1953; Hershman et al. 1966; Gréer et al. 1977 
